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The Local Character of Akita People* 
By 
Motohiko Otasiro 
(~ EII ft 5G ~) 
To Professor Hakusi T. Chiba, dedicated in 
gratitude and respect 
The following questions were given to the educationalists in 
Akita and answers were obtained from 248 of them. 
I. Mark ( O) on the qualities among the following which 
the majority of the natives of Akita have. 
elegance civility kindness gentleness 
vulgarity incivility cold-heartedness obstinacy 
sense of obligation leadership independence 





willingness to associate with others 
unwillingness to associate with others 
manliness care of health preciseness 
effeminacy neglect of health roughness 
patience alacrity piety 
impatience slowness impiety 
* This inquiry was made in 1936 at the request of Mr. Kamizi (former 
principal of Akita Girls' Normal School). I am indebted to Mr. Kisanuki for this 
method of investigation, which he devised when he was in Isikawa Normal School. 
I am grateful to Mr. Kusi (who was then head-teacher of Akita Girls' Normal 
School), from whom I got Kisanuki's method of investigation. And thanks are 
due to Miss Asahiya, Miss Ito, Miss Kobayasi, Miss Sugawara, Miss Takemura, 
Miss Terada, who, as my pupils helped me to count results and to make graphs. I 
also express my sincere gratitude to those who kindly gave answers, and to Akita 
Girls' Normal School for giving me a chance to make this investigation and per-









love of native place originality passionateness 
lack of love of native place imitation calmness 
practical wisdom 
ignorance of the world 








lack of public spirit 
II. Mark ( O) on the type to which the majority of the 
natives in Akita belong. 
(1) Theoretical Man. A man who takes everything 
theoretically, not being affected by feeling. 
(e. g. a scholar.) 
(2) Economical Man. A practical man who sees everything 
from the point of view of utility. (e. g. a 
business-man.) 
(3) Aesthetic Man. A man who sees everything aesthetical-
ly, in disinterestedness. (e. g. an artist.) 
(4) Social Man. A man who finds his joy in others' joy 
or progress, working hard for others. (e. g. a 
teacher.) 
(5) Political Man. A man who will control others accord-
ing to his own ideal, against all difficulties. 
(e. g. a statesman.) 
(6) Religious Man. A man who thinks much of the life 
after death, or who trusts in the Absolute 
Being (god). (e. g. a religious man.) 
III. Mark ( O) on the temperament which the majority of 
the natives in Akita have. 
sanguine temperament (courageous, hopeful, amorous) 
nervous or melancholic temperament (having habitual or 
constitutional tendency to sadness or depression, timid) 
choleric temperament (irascible, angry) 
phlegmatic temperament (calmness, sluggishness, apathy) 
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And the results were as follows: 
I. piety 170 impiety 19 
sense of obligation 162 ingratitude 19 
taste 155 no taste 35 
stiffness 150 light-mindedness 32 
gentleness 149 obstinacy 33 
kindness 143 cold-heartedness 31 
frankness 142 persistence 31 
passionateness 136 calmness 31 
love of native place 132 
lack oflove of native place 47 
manliness 130 effeminacy 32 
modesty 123 haughtiness 30 
simplicity 114 showiness 86 
sense of honour 89 shamelessness 50 
elegance 77 vulgarity 44 
patience 71 impatience 129 
diligence 71 indolence 89 
tolerance 68 narrow-mindedness 97 
responsibility 52 irresponsibility 111 
politeness 35 rudeness 134 
willingness to associate with others 82 
unwillingness to associate with others 128 
leadership 29 lack of leadership 127 
orderliness 23 indifference 156 
originality 21 imitation 145 
care of health 12 neglect of health 173 
independence 8 dependence 195 
thrift 7 thriftlessness 194 
practical wisdom 6 ignorance of the world 189 
civility 6 incivility 199 
preciseness 5 roughness 169 
alacrity 2 slowness 208 
public spirit 1 lack of public spirit 213 
II. Aesthetic Man 161 
Theoretical Man 69 
Political Man 47 
Religious Man 35 
Economical Man 30 
Social Man 14 
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III. Phlegmatic Temperament 154 
Nervous or Melancholic T. 70 
Sanguine T. 47 
Choleric T. 44 
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